Thank you so much for disturbing me while I was doing something
more interesting and important than answering my door to find you
standing there, ignoring my “No Solicitors” sign. I’'m guessing you
either don’t know what “Soliciting” means, or think the word doesn’t
apply to you. It does.

People who solicit, or engage in soliciting, are Solicitors. That’s you.
Soliciting:

To seek orders for trade, as for a business, or to ask
for or offer something in exchange for something else,
as in conducting surveys, witnessing, etc. If you do
this, you are a Solicitor. Please take another look at the sign on the
door.

Examples:

1. You want to ask me some questions about my roof/siding/windows/paint
job/gutters/address lettering/lawn, etc. You're asking these questions with the
motive of selling me roof/siding/windows/paint job/gutters/address lettering/lawn
care, etc. You are Soliciting!

2. You want to talk to me about my soul/heaven/hell/the afterlife/living well/being a
world citizen, etc. You’re doing so because you want to sell me on your
religion/church/synagogue/spiritual path/holy writings, etc. This is Soliciting!

3. You have a simple survey you’d like me complete about politics/religion/hate
crimes/drugs/war/taxes, etc. You're conducting the survey because you want to
influence my opinions about politics/religion/crime in general /drugs/war/taxes,
etc. That’s a Solicitation!

I hope you have found this enlightening, and that you will take this home, or back to the
office, to share with your friends/spouse/family/children/boss/co-workers/pastor/life
partner, etc. so all of you will reach the level of enlightenment that is achieved by not
bothering people who have “No Soliciting” signs.

Please do not crumple this and throw it on my lawn, or I’'ll have to explain “Littering”
and “Vandalism.”

On behalf of everyone with a “No Solicitors” sign, |1 thank you for reading, and
look forward to having you pass by my home in the future.

Copyright © 2011 Barbara Bailey http://weirdenough.com/pdf/solicitation-handout.pdf



